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THE WEEK IN 60 SECONDS

The map is widening - and policy is getting
more operational.

1. The Senate remains a multi-state resource fight. New polling this week showed narrow
Democratic leads in Texas, lowa, Michigan, Maine and Ohio, while national Republican money
poured into Texas and President Trump began a 32-day campaign blitz.

2. The House moved again. Inside Elections shifted nine House races on October 1,
including 1A-01 and 1A-03 toward Democrats and CA-22 to Toss-up. Cook separately moved a
group of Republican-held seats toward Democrats.

3. Missouri's map fight is over for 2026. The U.S. Supreme Court rejected the
Trump-backed map and ordered use of the 2022 districts for November, ending the immediate
redistricting uncertainty.

4. Governors became a bigger part of the board. Cook moved Florida and Texas from
Likely Republican to Lean Republican; Inside Elections moved Ohio to Toss-up and Alaska to
Toss-up.

5. Flock is no longer one bill. Sanders, Merkley and Ocasio-Cortez introduced a new
proposal to restrict federal use of ALPR systems and pressure states and locals toward bans,
while the bipartisan House No FLOCK Act remains pending.

6. Missouri turned ALPR principles into operating guidance. DPS issued a 10-page
best-practices document requiring legitimate purpose, individual accountability, alert
verification, routine audits and generally 30-day retention.

7. Connecticut's ALPR law is now live. The October 1 rules impose a 21-day retention
ceiling, narrow interstate sharing and require case-linked searches and audits.

8. ICE changed vehicle-stop policy. New internal guidance bars high-speed chases and
limits vehicle-stop roles to trained officers after a series of shootings and pursuit controversies.

9. Today's grant deadlines matter. Body-worn-camera and Public Safety & Mental Health
applications are due in JustGrants today; Local Byrne JAG reaches Grants.gov October 9.

10. The next grant wave is already visible. Crisis Response Training, CTAS, ANGEL and
Paul Coverdell deadlines now extend the public-safety funding calendar into November.

MY READ Four weeks from Election Day, the useful signal is movement: where outside
money is going, which seats forecasters are moving, which state rules are

becoming agency policy, and which federal grants are turning political priorities
into operating dollars.
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POLITICS

The Senate: money and polling are
compressing the board

The seven core Toss Up races remain the continuity baseline, but the closing phase is
becoming more expensive.

Texas: $131 million makes the point

A Senate Leadership Fund-linked super PAC spent nearly $131 million on advertising
supporting Republican Ken Paxton or opposing Democrat James Talarico from September 11
through September 29, according to reporting published today. A Fox News poll released this
morning showed Talarico 51%-49% among likely voters; Rasmussen on October 1 had
Talarico 46%-45%. These are snapshots, not predictions, but they explain the spending.

lowa: the disagreement narrowed

A Fox News poll released October 1 found Democrat Josh Turek at 49% and Republican
Ashley Hinson at 47% among likely voters. That follows last week's wide methodological
spread between Emerson and Marist and keeps lowa in the center of the Senate conversation.

Michigan, Maine and Ohio remain close

Michigan polls released this week ranged from El-Sayed +1 in Fox News to +7 in Marist, with
Trafalgar showing +2. In Maine, a Fabrizio/Anzalone survey released October 1 had Troy
Jackson at 50% and Sen. Susan Collins at 47%. In Ohio, an InsiderAdvantage survey had
Sherrod Brown at 44% and Sen. Jon Husted at 43%.

The campaign is becoming presidential

President Trump began a 32-day campaign push October 1 in Texas and Oklahoma, with
planned stops in additional states including Ohio. Reuters and AP both framed the tour as an
effort to energize Republican turnout while candidates navigate dissatisfaction over cost of
living, fuel prices and the Iran war.

THE The Senate is no longer a clean offense-versus-defense map. Texas is absorbing

ES&L'NE extraordinary Republican money, lowa is polling inside the margin of error, and

Michigan, Maine and Ohio remain close enough that every late spending decision
has an opportunity cost.

Reporting: Reuters/AP campaign reporting; RealClearPolling compilation of current public surveys; individual poll field dates as noted.
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THE BOARD

The standing political dashboard

Ratings below are attributed to external nonpartisan forecasters. TBG is tracking
movement, not predicting winners.

RACE EXTERNAL SIGNAL THIS WEEK

AK SEN Inside: Toss-up Moved from Tilt R to Toss-up Oct. 1.

GA SEN Inside: Lean D Moved from Tilt D to Lean D Oct. 1.

IA SEN Top-tier competitive Fox: Turek 49, Hinson 47 among likely voters.

ME SEN Top-tier competitive Fabrizio/Anzalone: Jackson 50, Collins 47.

MI SEN Top-tier competitive Multiple new polls: EI-Sayed leads by 1 to 7 points.

NH SEN Top-tier competitive No major rating change; late-Sept. polls keep Pappas-Sununu active.
NC SEN Inside: Lean D Moved from Tilt D to Lean D Oct. 1.

OH SEN Top-tier competitive InsiderAdvantage: Brown 44, Husted 43.

TX SEN Top-tier competitive Fox: Talarico 51, Paxton 49; GOP outside spend surged.

KS SEN Broader competitive watch No material change this week.

HOUSE Inside: D +2 to +10 Nine House rating changes Oct. 1; several R-held seats moved left.
GOVERNORS Expanded watch Cook moved FL/TX to Lean R; Inside moved OH and AK to Toss-up.

WHAT The board expanded rather than contracted. Alaska Senate moved to Toss-up at
CHANGED

Inside Elections; governors in Florida, Texas, Ohio and Alaska became more
competitive; and the House saw another broad set of rating changes.

Reporting: Inside Elections ratings updated Oct. 1; Cook Political Report governor and House updates Oct. 1.
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THE HOUSE

The map is settled in Missouri. The district
board is not.

The legal uncertainty closed in one state while forecasters moved another group of
seats.

Missouri: 2022 districts will be used

On September 25, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected the effort to revive Missouri's
Republican-drawn 2025 congressional map for this election. The Court left the 2022 map in
place, citing the disruption that another mid-election switch would cause. Voters will decide the
new map's longer-term future in a November referendum.

Inside Elections moved nine House races October 1

Inside Elections moved IA-01 and IA-03 from Toss-up to Tilt Democratic, CA-22 from Tilt
Republican to Toss-up, and MI-04, MT-01, NY-21, KY-06 and FL-13 toward greater Democratic
competitiveness. CA-45 moved from Lean Democratic to Likely Democratic.

Cook's direction is similar

Cook's current House update says 15 race ratings shifted toward Democrats. Its latest public
ratings block includes WI-01 and CO-05 from Likely Republican to Lean Republican, AZ-01
from Toss-up to Lean Democratic, and NC-11 from Lean Republican to Toss-up.

NY-17: the labor test now has fresh polling

A PIX11/Emerson poll released October 1 found Democrat Cait Conley at 48% and Republican
Rep. Mike Lawler at 46%, with a 4.9-point margin of error. The race remains useful beyond the
topline because Lawler's cross-party labor support is being tested against a difficult national
environment.

WHY IT The Missouri map is no longer a weekly legal variable. The House question now
MATTERS

shifts back to district performance, turnout and late money - and forecasters are
moving more Republican-held seats into the competitive universe.

Reporting: U.S. Supreme Court/AP on Missouri; Inside Elections and Cook Political Report Oct. 1 ratings; Emerson/PIX11 NY-17 poll.
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GOVERNORS

The state map widened this week

State executives are both electoral targets and immediate public-safety policymakers.

Florida and Texas moved

Cook Political Report moved both governor races from Likely Republican to Lean Republican
on October 1. In Texas, a Fox News poll released today had Gov. Greg Abbott at 52% and
Democrat Gina Hinojosa at 47%. In Florida, Cook cited polling showing Democrat David Jolly
either leading or narrowly trailing Republican Byron Donalds.

Ohio and Alaska moved at Inside Elections

Inside Elections shifted Ohio governor from Tilt Republican to Toss-up and Alaska from Lean
Republican to Toss-up on October 1. That adds two more state executives to the
highest-competition tier of its board.

lowa, Michigan, Wisconsin and Oregon produced useful polling

Fox News found Democrat Rob Sand ahead of Republican Zach Lahn 53%-44% in lowa.
Michigan polls showed Democrat Jocelyn Benson ahead of Republican John James by nine to
twelve points. Marquette had Wisconsin's David Crowley at 49% and Tom Tiffany at 46%. In
Oregon, an OPB/DHM survey had Republican Christine Drazan at 46% and Gov. Tina Kotek at
44%.

Wisconsin is also a money story

AP reported that Republican Tom Tiffany raised more than $26 million over two months, with
more than $24 million coming from three billionaire donors through Wisconsin's party-transfer
system. The spending gap makes Wisconsin a useful reminder that favorable political
conditions do not erase resource disparities.

LAW ENFORC Governors can change police-technology rules, grant conditions, state police
priorities, labor policy and criminal-justice implementation without waiting for

EMENT LENS

Congress. The governor board belongs in a public-safety political report every
week.

Reporting: Cook Political Report/Washington Post; Inside Elections; Fox News/Marquette/OPB polling compilations; AP Wisconsin
finance reporting.
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Election administration moved back onto the
page

Congress remains quiet on several tracked bills, but agencies and courts are still
changing the operating environment.

USPS announces extraordinary ballot-delivery measures

USPS said October 1 that it will extend retail hours beginning October 4, establish
ballot-postmark lines, use drive-through ballot drop-offs and take additional expedited steps as
Election Day approaches. From October 24 through Election Day, carriers will check every
delivery point for outgoing mail. The measures follow the Supreme Court's September order
blocking the new ballot-mail restrictions for 2026.

H.R. 309: still waiting on the Senate

The National Law Enforcement Officers Remembrance, Support, and Community Outreach Act
remains at the same formal stage: received in the Senate September 15 after House passage.
No later Senate action was posted by early Friday.

House No FLOCK Act: no committee movement

H.R. 10366 remains referred to House Transportation and Infrastructure. It would condition
10% of certain surface-transportation funding on states adopting specified ALPR restrictions.

A second federal ALPR proposal arrives

Sens. Bernie Sanders and Jeff Merkley and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez introduced a
separate proposal today aimed at prohibiting federal use of ALPR systems and withholding
funding from state and local governments unless they adopt similar restrictions. The immediate
significance is not enactment odds; it is that the federal ALPR debate now has multiple
legislative models ranging from guardrails to bans.

FOR OUR Election administration, police technology and grant policy are moving even with
CLIENTS

Congress largely off the floor. The organizations that wait for a lame-duck vote to
re-engage will miss the administrative work happening now.

Reporting: Reuters on USPS Oct. 1; Govinfo/current bill records for H.R. 309 and H.R. 10366; Washington Post Oct. 2 on new
Sanders/Merkley/Ocasio-Cortez proposal.
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GRANTS & FUNDING

The calendar rolled forward - and today's
deadlines are real

Several September opportunities closed. The active list now runs into November.

PROGRAM GRANTS.GOV | JUSTGRANTS | STATUS/USE

Body-Worn Camera Passed Oct. 2 JustGrants deadline today.

Public Safety & Mental Health Passed Oct. 2 JustGrants deadline today.

Crisis Response Training Oct. 5 Oct. 13 Training and crisis-response capability.

Byrne JAG - Local Formula Oct. 9 Oct. 16 Direct formula funding for eligible locals.

CTAS Oct. 15 Oct. 22 Tribal public safety and victim services.

ANGEL Oct. 20 Oct. 27 $25M; HSTF, violent crime, trafficking,
enforcement.

Coverdell - Competitive Oct. 29 Nov. 5 Forensic science improvement.

Coverdell - Formula Oct. 30 Nov. 6 State-administered forensic science funding.

ANGEL remains the new major opportunity

DOJ's $25 million ANGEL program is open through October 20 in Grants.gov and October 27
in JustGrants. Eligible state, local and tribal governments can seek support for activities
including violent-crime enforcement, gangs and cartels, drug and human trafficking, specified
crimes involving aliens, detention, transportation and significant Homeland Security Task Force
participation.

Coverdell extends the calendar into November

BJA's FY2026 Paul Coverdell competitive program has an October 29 Grants.gov deadline and
November 5 JustGrants deadline; the formula program follows October 30 and November 6.

DO THIS NOW If a BWC or Public Safety & Mental Health applicant cleared Grants.gov last
week, today is completion day. For everyone else, Local JAG is the next broad

local deadline, followed by ANGEL for agencies with the relevant enforcement
mission.

Reporting: BJA and COPS Office current funding pages, reviewed Oct. 2.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT LENS

ALPR policy is becoming an operating
manual

The national fight widened, but the most important development for agencies is that
states are now prescribing how the tool must actually be used.

Missouri publishes the guidance

Missouri DPS released a 10-page ALPR best-practices document September 30 under Gov.
Mike Kehoe's Executive Order 26-18. The guidance calls for a legitimate law-enforcement
purpose for every search, individual accountability for users, independent verification of alerts
before enforcement action, generally 30-day retention, at least monthly auditing and no
facial-recognition integration.

Connecticut's rules took effect yesterday

Connecticut now limits ALPR retention to 21 days unless data is tied to an active investigation
or warrant, restricts use for immigration and certain protected health-care or First Amendment
matters, narrows interstate sharing, requires case numbers for searches and requires audits.
Flock says it changed its software for Connecticut agencies to enforce the state's 21-day
ceiling.

Federal pressure now comes from two directions

The bipartisan House No FLOCK Act would preserve specified law-enforcement uses while
penalizing states that fail to restrict others. The new Sanders/Merkley/Ocasio-Cortez proposal
goes further by targeting federal use and pressuring state and local governments toward bans.

THE The practical law-enforcement position is now being written in policy language:

_E;S}XVEL'NE legitimate purpose, case-linked searches, verified alerts, short default retention,

auditability and real consequences for misuse. Agencies that can demonstrate
those controls are in a stronger position to defend investigative capability.

Reporting: Missouri DPS guidance Sept. 30; Connecticut law implementation Oct. 1; Govinfo H.R. 10366; Washington Post Oct. 2.
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FEDERAL / STATE / LOCAL

ICE changed the rules for vehicle stops

This is the most concrete operational immigration-enforcement development of the
week.

No high-speed chases

New ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations guidance obtained by AP says officers are not
authorized to engage in high-speed vehicle pursuits when a driver fails to stop. Officers are
instead directed to document vehicle information for follow-up.

Training now controls who can do what

Under the guidance, officers who have not completed specified training may participate in
vehicle stops only in a support capacity as passengers. Pinning vehicles and deploying spike
strips are reserved for officers with specialized training. The memo also emphasizes
operational body cameras and appropriately equipped vehicles.

287(g) remains the structural backdrop

The scale of state and local participation remains the larger story: more than 2,500 active
287(g) agreements were reported last week across 39 states and two territories. That network
means federal policy changes can quickly become training, staffing, transport, detention and
liability issues for participating local agencies.

WHAT IT Immigration enforcement is increasingly a law-enforcement management issue,
HERiE not just a political argument. Vehicle-stop policy, pursuit rules, body cameras,

training, transport and local-federal tasking all create direct operational
consequences.

Reporting: Associated Press, Oct. 2, on ICE internal guidance; prior-week ICE 287(g) program materials carried forward as continuity
baseline.
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WHAT I'M HEARING

The political conversation underneath the
headlines

1. Republican money is telling us where the fear is. Nearly $131 million in Texas Senate
advertising is not background noise; it is a resource decision with consequences elsewhere.

2. The House map is moving in clusters. The important signal is not one district. It is
repeated movement of Republican-held seats toward more competitive categories across
multiple forecasters.

3. Governors are becoming part of the national closing argument. Florida and Texas
moving at Cook, and Ohio and Alaska moving at Inside Elections, expands the number of
states where national money and turnout operations may overlap.

4. Cost of living is still the issue underneath everything. New polling and campaign
behavior continue to show candidates reacting to fuel, housing and everyday affordability
rather than assuming national partisan messages are enough.

5. Police technology is moving from politics to compliance. Missouri and Connecticut now
give agencies concrete models for what guardrails look like in practice.

6. Federal grants are carrying policy priorities. ANGEL links money to HSTF and specified
enforcement work; the broader BJA calendar continues to convert federal priorities into state
and local capacity.

THE BOWLINE TAKE

Four weeks out, the useful question is where
pressure is changing behavior

The campaign is close enough to Election Day that words matter less than actions. Outside
groups are spending extraordinary sums in Texas. Forecasters are moving House and
governor races. The President is beginning a near-daily campaign schedule. Candidates are
adjusting around affordability and foreign-policy pressure.

The same test works on public safety. Missouri did not merely defend ALPRs; it wrote audit,
retention and verification rules. Connecticut moved from legislation to live compliance. ICE
changed pursuit and vehicle-stop guidance. DOJ is using grant design to reward particular
enforcement activity. Those are operational decisions, and they are the developments clients
can act on.
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THE

The Senate remains expensive and unsettled. The House battlefield widened
BOWLINE

again. Governors in Florida, Texas, Ohio and Alaska moved onto a more
BOTTOM LINE

competitive board. Missouri's map is settled for 2026. ALPR regulation is

becoming agency policy. ICE changed vehicle-stop rules. And the federal grant
calendar now runs straight into November.
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WHAT WE'RE WATCHING NEXT

The next seven days

Every item below is either a direct carry-forward or a new development requiring

follow-up.

SENATE MONEY

IOWA

MICHIGAN / MAINE /

OHIO

HOUSE RATINGS

NY-17

GOVERNORS

MISSOURI MAP

MISSOURI ALPR

CONNECTICUT ALPR

FEDERAL ALPR

ICE VEHICLE STOPS

287(9)

Whether Texas continues absorbing nine-figure outside spending and
where Trump goes after the opening Texas/Oklahoma swing.

Whether new polling confirms a genuinely even Hinson-Turek race
and how the Senate contest interacts with Sand-Lahn for governor.

Whether the new polling gaps persist and trigger visible
outside-spending changes.

Follow the Oct. 1 Inside/Cook movement: 1A-01, |IA-03, CA-22, MI-04,
MT-01, NY-21, KY-06, FL-13, AZ-01, NC-11 and others.

Whether the new Emerson poll changes spending or labor activity in
Lawler-Conley.

Florida, Texas, Ohio and Alaska after rating changes; lowa,
Wisconsin, Michigan and Oregon after new polling.

Closed for 2026: track only the November referendum on the 2025
map.

Agency implementation of DPS guidance and the promised legislative
proposal for the next session.

Real-world implementation, audits, vendor compliance and any
agency pushback after the Oct. 1 effective date.

Movement on H.R. 10366 and the new
Sanders/Merkley/Ocasio-Cortez proposal; watch for competing
Republican legislation.

Implementation of the new pursuit/training guidance and whether it
changes local-federal operations.

Agreement growth, New York litigation and operational costs for
participating agencies.
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DOJ DEADLINES Oct. 5 Crisis Response Training; Oct. 9 Local JAG; Oct. 15 CTAS;
Oct. 20 ANGEL.

H.R. 309 Any Senate movement on the law-enforcement memorial and safety
legislation.
MAIL BALLOTS USPS implementation of extraordinary ballot-delivery measures

beginning Oct. 4.

LAME DUCK What leadership intends to move immediately after Nov. 3, especially
appropriations and public-safety measures.

Editorial note: External race ratings are attributed to the named nonpartisan forecaster and are snapshots, not TBG predictions. Polling
is reported as dated measurements of surveyed populations. Analysis labeled 'My Read,' 'What I'm Hearing' or 'The Bowline Take' reflects
TBG's assessment of strategic and operational significance.

Reporting and primary-source review completed through 6:55 a.m. ET, October 2, 2026.
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